Humidifier Sterilizer Issue at a Glance (s of August 19, 2016)

Result of Government Verification on HS Damage Claims souce: mristy of envronment (aug 15, 2016)

Category Total Catl Cat2 Cat3 Cat4 Unknown Responsible
Total 695 171 87 110 321 6
Total |Surviving| 506 87 58 95 261 5
Dead 189 84 29 15 60 1
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Round 1 361 129 43 40 144 5 Korea Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
Ministry of Environment
Round 2 169 28 23 21 96 1 Korea Environmental Industry & Technology Institute
Round 3 Ministry of Environment
(As of Aug 2016) 165 14 21 49 81 0 Korea Environmental Industry & Technology Institute

Categorization of HS damage: HS users are classified into 4 categories based on comprehensive assessment on environmental
exposure, tissue pathology, image medical science, and clinical medicine, etc.

Why HS was Used

1. Housing Culture of Apartment Dwelling Itis highly likely that the air
becomes very dry in apartments during the winter, and apartment
dwellers use humidifiers more to avoid the air from becoming too dry.

2. Mysphobia Proliferated by Mass Media The mass media constantly
reporting that bacteria can cause great harm to the health and the
pandemic of SARS and influenza fueled the fear for germs and bacteria

3. Low Fertility Society and Higher Interest on Health As the interestin
children’s health grew due to a low fertility rate, parents used humidifiers

to prevent them from catching an infectious disease.

4. A Society that Chases the Convenience Brought by Science
Technology HS'’s convenience that allowed users pour liquid HS into the
humidifier without having to inconveniently cleaning the reservoir may

have attracted more

Source: White Paper on Humidifier Disinfectant Health Damage Case (Lung Damage
Investigation Committee, Center for Disease Control & Prevention, Ministry of Health &

users

Regulatory Changes after 2011

Source: Nam-soon Jeong, The current status and problems of the chemical substance management system through
the lens of the HS issue, The 11% Environmental Law and Policy (2013) and other media reports

Control Act

Toxic Chemicals

chemicals

+ The Toxic Chemicals Control Act regulates and assesses chemical substances since it was introduced in February 1991 by the
Ministry of Environment

New chemical substance should be registered for toxicity testing but the law has limitations in that it does not require existing
chemical substances to be registered when newly imported or manufactured

The Act on Registration, Evaluation, Etc. of Chemicals has been implemented since 2015 to require any person who
manufactures or imports existing chemicals subject to registration of more than 1 ton to register the use and amount of the

Quality Control
and Safety
Management of
Industrial
Products Act

raised.

The Quality Control and Safety Management of Industrial Products act overlooks quality management and industrial products
management, such as everyday chemical supplies (Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy)

After 2007, HS was regulated under the Quality Control and Safety Management of Industrial Products Act, but because the
safety inspection was limited to information such as appearance, volume, weight, toxic chemical ingredients, etc., no issues were

Pharmaceutical

The Pharmaceutical Affairs Act requires necessary issues related to pharmacists to improve national health needs (Ministry of
Health and Welfare, Ministry of Food and Drug Safety)
After HS was suggested to be the cause of injuries in September of 2011, December 30th of the following year, the Ministry of

(CMIT, MIT)

A . A L X P X . ) - Welfare! Affairs Act Health and Welfare additionally added HS, which is used to prevent the breeding of microbes and slime through its addition to
Cat l_ : Almost Cena!n/ c{n_z y ngh P055|b|!|1y/ Cat3: ITOW Possibility / Cat 4 : Almost No Possibility / Unknown : Determination Not ) the water inside humidifiers, as a quasi-drug under the Pharmaceutical Affairs act (Ministry of Health and Welfare Notice 2011
Possible e.g. due to insufficient evidence* Direct translation from Korean No. 173)
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Fund for HS victims
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objective decision-making and to collaborate with government agencies to provide proper compensation



